OUR AMBASSADOR KING

tendency which led inevitably to a weakening of indi-
vidual effort. Its effect was to make people aware of the
dangers involved in a too great reliance upon the State.
Not by any great command of eloquence did the Prince
make his points in this address. At no time has he striven
for that distinction. " To me," the Prince Consort once
said to Queen Victoria, " a long, closely connected train
of reasoning is like a beautiful strain of music. You
can scarcely imagine my delight." Nothing could be in
sharper contrast to the Prince of Wales's ideas and
methods than that self-conscious avowal. He makes no
pretence to be able to persuade by sheer force of reason-
ing, and certainly is never tempted to make a song about
it. He relies wholly upon his own sincerity of spirit,
By that alone he has persuaded the majority of his
countrymen, as well as the thousands he has met in other
countries, that, of their neighbours, he is one of the
very best.
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